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Transmitted herewith is an Information Disclosure Statement disclosing information 
which has come to the attention of applicant and'or his attorneys and is being submitted so as to 
comply with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 
1.97(b), the enclosed Statement is being filed within three (3) months of the filing date of the 
above-identified application or before the mailing date of a first Action on the merits. 

Neidier applicant nor his attorneys make any representation that any information 
disclosed herein may be "prior art" within the meaning of that term under 35 U.S.C. § 102 or § 
103. Moreover, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
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Dear Sir: 



information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 
C.F.R.§ 1.56(b). 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98, transmitted herewith are: 

1 . A completed copy of Form(s) PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB08b "Information 
Disclosure Statement by Applicant" listing the patents, pubhcations and other information being 
submitted for consideration; and 

2. A legible copy of each patent, publication and other item of information in written 
form Usted on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08a, except for copies of U.S. patents and published 
U.S. patent applications which are not required for applications filed after June 30, 2003. 

As this application was filed after June 30, 2003, copies of the U.S. patents and published 
U.S. patent applications listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08a are not required and, therefore, 
not included herewith. 

NON-ENGLISH INFORMATION 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98, following is a concise explanation of the relevance (as it is 

presently understood by the individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) most knowledgeable 

about the content of the information), of each listed patent, pubUcation or other information that 

is not in the English language: 

1. WIPO Patent Apphcation No. WO 02/141 17 pubUshed February 21, 2002 
discloses: The invention relates to an occupant protection device for a vehicle with an inner part 
which consists of a dimensionally stable support part and a cover, said cover consisting 
preferably of a foamed intermediate layer and a decorative layer and being connected to said 
support part over a large area; and which is configured as an instrument panel. The occupant 
protection device has an airbag which can be inflated by means of a gas generator, whereupon 
the airbag penetrates a section of the inner part that thus open, entering the vehicle interior. 
According to the invention, the airbag is located between the support part and the cover in the 
form of a folded bundle. 
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2. European Patent Application No. 1 106 446 published June 13, 2001 discloses: 
The airbag cover which opens outwards under pressure of the opening airbag is flexible and 
designed to yield to the pressure of the inflating airbag. The airbag is mounted underneath the 
cover in a socket area connected to the support. 

The cover has tear lines to form a defined rip-open area. The airbag lifts up the cover to form an 
outward curvature and draws it along the tear lines. 

3. Japanese Patent Application No. JP 2001-10435 published January 16, 2001 
discloses: This airbag device includes an inflator formed with a mounting part, a retainer for 
retaining the inflator, and a bag disposed to cover the inflator on the retainer. The mounting part 
of the inflator, the retainer, and the bag are provided with respective holes, aligned with one 
another, and a shaft member is inserted into the holes and locked by a locking member to 
integrate the inflator, the retainer and the bag with one another. The shaft member includes a 
head, a shank extending from the head, and a locking part provided at the shank, and the locking 
member fits into the shaft member. The mounting part of the inflator, the retainer and the bag are 
sandwiched between the head of the shaft member and the locking member. 

4. German Patent Application No. DE 195 38 594 published April 24, 1997 
discloses: The airbag unit has stay bolts through a carrier plate for the gas generator, and an 
airbag folded round the gas generator. The stay bolts have external fluting, the receiving 
apertures in the carrier plate are of a smaller diameter than that of the bolts. The edge region of 
the receiving apertures has slits round its circumference. The projections between the slits fit in 
the fluting with some elasticity. The airbag has its edge zone between the carrier plate and the 
base generator base. 
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